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1. Introduction 

This education pack looks at the ideas, documents and resources that were used and 

developed through the MaxiGreen Project.  Methods of best practice were developed 

and utilised throughout the life of the project and this is detailed here with examples. 

 

Some of the examples used take in best practice from other sources and ideas that have 

developed over time.  The resources are therefore not all bespoke created for the 

project but some have been drawn in as and where they fit. 

 

2. What forms an Education Pack? 

An education pack is a collection of notes, information and resources that aid in 

providing a coherent education programme for users. 

 

The approach can be both formal and informal, can be detailed or brief and can be long 

or short term.  The pack must suit the requirements of the project and the user and be 

fit for purpose.  Education should be built into all aspects of a project and should both 

inform and be informed by the site.   

 

a. MaxiGreen 

MaxiGreen is an Interreg 2 Seas funded project of seven partners with projects that 

aim to maximise green heritage.  A number of project partners used education as a 

form of communication with users and visitors and took the approach in a number 

of ways.  The Education Pack links with Work Package 2: Raising Public Awareness as 

education is a crucial awareness raising tool.   

 

Essex Wildlife Trust and Southend-on-Sea Borough Council are two of the seven 

partners and worked together the deliver the Belfairs and Daws Heath Living 

Landscape project.  This project provided a new visitor centre in a popular park in 

Southend-on-Sea, Essex, UK and linked to this sustainable access, interpretation and 

education. 
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3. Developing an Education Pack  

a. Understanding the users 

It is important to understand the people who will visit your site.  Why are they 

visiting?  What do they want to see, know and do?  What are they expecting to get 

out of their visit?  It will be best to undertake a survey to better understand who the 

users are.  These can include: 

 Schools and formal education institutions 

 Community groups 

 Families 

 Interested individuals 

 Casual visitors 

 Local residents 

 Day trippers and tourists 

 Primary age children 

 Secondary age children 

 Adults 

 Retired individuals 

 

An audience development survey was initially undertaken of the Belfairs and Daws 

Heath Living Landscape to better understand the demographic of visitors.  A site 

survey was then later undertaken including a survey to schools.  This baseline 

information guided the project and helped to tailor the education accordingly. 

 

b. Understanding the site 

The site is key to successful education and it is important to establish the sort of 

education that would be suitable for the site and to determine the unique selling 

point.  What makes the site different to other sites and what can it offer?  What is 

required on the site to improve it?  Is this achievable under the project? 

 

c. Understanding the aim of the education pack 

Why do you want to develop an education pack?  What is the aim of educating 

people on the site and what messages do you want to put across? 
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Understanding how and why you want to educate your visitors will help you plan 

how to produce you education pack. 

Once you understand the requirements of your audience and the value of your 

site you need to understand the message you want to put across.  Perhaps this is 

to do with the wildlife value or the heritage, perhaps there are old buildings, 

museum exhibits or technology that you want to display. 

With this in mind you can then decide whether formal education, informal 

education or a mixture of both is required. 

 

Informal education 

This is usually events and activities that help people to understand the site. 

For example: 

 Open days and special events 

 Family activities 

 Interpretation 

 Award schemes 

 Volunteering 

 

Formal education 

This is usually linked to taught curriculum in schools or colleges and includes adult 

education. 

For example: 

 School visits 

 Teacher training 

 Schools outreach (through learning resources or classroom activities) 

 Work placements 

  

  



 

 

5 Education Pack 

July 2014 

July 2014 

4. The Education Pack  

Essex Wildlife Trust has worked on the development of an education pack in partnership 

with other organisations to provide a comprehensive education experience for all 

visitors to the park.  This is both formal and informal education and can be adapted to fit 

the requirements. 

A list of examples has been developed to illustrate how resources can be created or 

adapted to fit the different requirements.  These examples use best practice methods 

from a number of the MaxiGreen partners. 

 

a. Informal Education 

I. Family fun activities 

These are usually organised activities that focus around a theme.  Super Sea 

Creatures is an activities lead by Essex Wildlife Trust in the Belfairs and Daws Heath 

Living Landscape.  An outline of the event plan can be found in Appendix A. 

 

What to consider: 

 

Booking in advance – particularly if you expect payment or donations for 

participation 

 

Signing in sheet – so you know who is on you event and you can ensure you do not 

go over capacity 

 

Risk Assessment – so you are aware of the potential risks and can mitigate them.  An 

example risk assessment can be found in Appendix B. 

 

First aid kit – this should be part of the risk assessment 

 

Games and toys– if you plan to have a number of activities going on throughout the 

year it is often a good idea to have a box of games and supplies that can be used 

time and again.  This can include things like colouring pens, books, puzzles, balls etc.  

There is more about education supplies below. 

 

Examples of promotional fliers, posters and the events guide can be found in 

Appendix C below. 

 



 

 

6 Education Pack 

July 2014 

July 2014 

Craft materials – it is good to use recycled materials as they are more sustainable, 

show children what they can do at home and are more cost effective.  Plastic bottles 

and toilet rolls can be used in a large variety of ways. 
 

II. Open days and special events 

These are generally occasional or one off events.  MaxiGreen project partners each 

held launch events for the opening of their projects.  These consisted of speakers 

with knowledge of the area or the topic of interest, guided tours and interpretation.  

For example, at the opening of the Water Tower in Antwerp, Belgium, visitors were 

able to enter the tower and learn about its history from reading the provided 

materials.  During the closing conference of the MaxiGreen project speakers with 

knowledge and expertise in raising awareness of wildlife issues provided 

presentations to delegates. 

 

III. Interpretation 

This is an excellent way of communicating a message and educating visitors without 

organising a formal event.  Interpretation can take a variety of forms: 

 

Interpretative panels – these can have text, maps, photos and illustrations that help 

to educate the reader on a topic.  An example of an interpretation panel can be seen 

in Appendix D 

 

Mobile phone applications – getting visitors to download information about your 

site before they visit is a great way of reaching people.  Apps mean that you can 

provide information through words, images, videos, audio and interactive games. 

 

Leaflets – visitors can take these away and read them at their leisure and refer back 

to the information at a later date. 

 

Displays – many people learn by seeing and doing.  A good display will be eye 

catching and easy to understand and should have an interactive element.  At the 

Belfairs Woodland Centre in Southend-on-Sea, UK, the plant room for the building is 

explained with a light display accompanying the text.  

 

Games – children learn through play and informative games give information in a 

fun and accessible way.  An example of a game is given in Appendix E 
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Use the site - At La Ferme des Aigrettes in Marck, France, a hide on a viewing 

platform allows visitors to see and understand the Little Egrets that are nesting on 

the site.  

 

IV. Award Schemes 

Visitors will engage with the learning if it is interesting and children particularly 

respond well to incentives.  A badge award scheme is run by Essex Wildlife Trust and 

this encourages children and young people to undertake learning activities regularly, 

each activity completed earning them a badge. 

 

 Hedgehog Award for young children 

 Kestrel Award for older children 

 Nature Rangers for young people 
 

V. Volunteering 

This is a great way for an individual to learn.  At the Belfairs Woodland Centre there 

are a large number of volunteers who help with the undertaking of different 

activities.  Some volunteers learn how to manage woodlands sustainably; others 

learn how to run education events for schools.  This provides them with additional 

knowledge and new skills. 

 

b. Formal Education 
 

I. Schools – self led 

Think about how the site fits with the curriculum in schools and offer resources that 

teachers can use.  Some schools want a site that they can visit on their own – 

information about the site and what can be done there helps teachers to plan.  

Information about the site – parking, toilets, shelter, refreshments etc. also helps. 

 

II. Schools – guided learning 

Some schools want a complete package with an education ranger to meet them and 

provide the children with a day of learning.  This is undertaken at the Belfairs 

Woodland Centre and at La Ferme des Aigrettes.  Education work sheets and activity 

packs are useful resources.  Information on activity packs can be found below.  An 

example of Essex Wildlife Trust’s school trip brochure can be found in Appendix F. 
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III. Schools outreach 

This involves going into schools and providing education about your site and key 

messages in the classroom, or providing the resources for education to start or 

continue in the classroom following a visit.   

 

In West Flanders, Belgium, a new tool to connect young children with their 

environment and the typical aspects of its (green) heritage was developed and put 

into action. On this interactive website, launched in 2014, children are able to point 

out which part of their own environment they consider to be part of their 

environment. Initial results show that the focus of children is different to adults. One 

tree can be very important in their experience, whilst an adult will just pass it by. In 

that manner children will be able to make a touristic product of their region, raising 

awareness and pride.  

 

Teachers will have their own part on the website where they can link educational 

goals to each individual environment point. 

 

This “environment book” was not only developed in collaboration with local 

elementary schools, but also at their request.  It can be viewed at 

www.snuffelmee.be  

 

IV. Short term school involvement 

Sometimes schools might want only a one-off visit, or the project has reached a 

stage where one-off school involvement is necessary to educate children and have 

their active participation.  This was utilised by the Benthemplein Water Square in 

Rotterdam, The Netherlands.   

 

Children were asked to visualise and illustrate their ideal space for the creation of 

the water square and these ideas were used in taking forward in designing the 

eventual space.  Images of this process can be seen in Appendix G.  Active 

participation and involvement is an important part of the education process and it 

helps children to engage and learn if they feel part of the process. 

 

V. Adult education 

Workshops and courses are a great way to involve adults in the education of the site.  

Connecting the message with popular hobbies and interests will encourage people 

to participate.  Belfairs Woodland Centre holds photography workshops with a 

professional photographer and uses the wildlife and landscape to inspire them.  

Example of a flier can be found in Appendix H 

http://www.snuffelmee.be/
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5. Activity Packs 

As previously mentioned, it is useful to have some basic packs made up with supplies 

that can be used time and again for different activities.  For example: 

Bushcraft and survival pack 

 Fire lighting kit 

 Potato peeler (for whittling sticks) 

 Fire pit (if you cannot have a bonfire) 

 Water dispenser (to put the fire out when you have done) 

 Burns kits 

 Tracks and signs worksheets 

 How to make a solar still worksheets 
 

This kit can be used in science and geography lessons, for bushcraft activities, for 

survival lessons and for birthday parties. 
 

Weather 

 Weather vanes 

 Anemometers 

 Thermometers 

 Rain gauge 

 Compass 
 

This kit can be used for science, geography and maths lessons 
 

Alternative energy kit 

 Solar – for example a solar powered car 

 Wind – for example a windmill generator 

 Water – for example salt water batteries 
 

This kit can be used for science lessons and is useful at fun day events to interest visitors. 
 

Explorer packs 

 ID charts – insects, trees, flowers 

 Map 

 Compass 

 Magnifying glass 

 Bug pots 
 

These are useful to take out with small groups for informal education and can 

also be hired by families to take out by themselves. 
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6. Working with others 

A lot of ideas and resources have already been created; do not feel that everything has 

been done from scratch.  Examples of different education resources (including examples 

from other organisations) that have been used can be found in the appendices below.  

These include resources from: 

 Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (‘Wildlife Watch’ activities and spotter guides) 

 RSPB (‘Wildlife Explorers’ activities) 

 Woodland Trust (‘Nature Detectives’ guides) 

Other good resources are the gatekeeper and Field Studies Council (FSC) identification 

guides 

Essex Wildlife Trust is also accredited for ‘Learning Outside the Classroom’ and 

undertakes ‘Forest Schools’ activities. 

In Southend-on-Sea Essex Wildlife Trust and Southend-no-Sea Borough Council work 

closely with the Southend Education Trust, who have launched a learning website: 

www.salt-learning.co.uk  

  

http://www.salt-learning.co.uk/


 

 

11 Education Pack 

July 2014 

July 2014 

7. Appendix List 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A: Events plan outline example 
 
Appendix B: Example of a Risk Assessment 
 
Appendix C: Example of an events flier for family events and an excerpt from the biannual 
events guide 
 
Appendix D: Example of an informative interpretation panel 
 
Appendix E: Living Landscapes board game – this comes as an A4 booklet for handing out and 
as a large floor game with giant dice. 

 
Appendix F: Information to schools for formal education visits 

 
Appendix G: Benthemplein Water Square 
 
Appendix H: Adult Education – photography workshop poster 
 
Appendix I:  Example of an explorer panel created as part of the Belfairs Woodland Centre 
interpretation – this is part of a set that appears on a larger panel 
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Appendix A – Events plan outline example 
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Appendix B – example of a Risk Assessment 
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Appendix C – example of an events flier for family events and an excerpt from the biannual events guide 
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Appendix D – example of an informative interpretation panel 
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Appendix E – Living Landscapes board game – this comes as an A4 booklet for handing 
out and as a large floor game with giant dice. 
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Appendix F – Information to schools for formal education visits 
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Appendix G - Benthemplein Water Square 
 

Participants are asked to comment on their preferred activity, what the atmosphere of the site should be like and how the water should be used. 
 

 
 

From this selection people were asked to comment on what they wanted to be able to do in the water square when it is dry, what they want to be able to do 

when it rains and what the atmosphere of the square should be like.  Suggestions were then collated to form the final design 
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Benthemplein Water Square 

 

 

As a play and meeting space 

 

 

 

 

Following a heavy downpour 
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Appendix H - Adult Education – photography workshop poster 



 

 

July 2014 

23 Education Pack 

July 2014 

Appendix I – Example of an explorer panel created as part of the Belfairs Woodland 
Centre interpretation – this is part of a set that appears on a larger panel 
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Example of worksheets that have been utilised that were created for another Interreg 2Seas project: 
Urban Habitats 



 

 

July 2014 

25 Education Pack 

July 2014 

Example of worksheets that have been created by Essex Wildlife Trust and have been used for a 
number of years at different sites. 
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Example of a worksheet created by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts, that has been utilised by the project 
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Example of a worksheet created by the RSPB
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Example of a worksheet created by the Woodland Trust 
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Work Package 2: 
Increasing Public 

Awareness of 
Green Heritage  

 

Informal Education 

 

This Education Pack 
looks at methods of 

best practice that 
were used and 

developed through 
the MaxiGreen 

Project.   

 

Developing an Education Pack 

In Developing 
anseducation plan 
there needs to be an 
understanding  of the: 

- Users 

- Site 

- Aim of the education 
pack 

The project was 
funded through 
the EU Interreg 

IVA 2-Seas 
programme – 

www.interreg4a-
2mers.eu 

Formal Education 

http://www.interreg4a-2mers.eu/projects/approved-projects-database/en?id=16122

