
MICRO
MicroPlastics- Is it a threat for the 2 Seas
Area?

■ Project summary
An increase in the production of
plastics, to match the high demand
brought about by our daily use of
this material has contributed to a
pollution phenomenon in the marine
environment caused by plastic
debris. Plastics are persistent
materials, which tend to accumulate
in the marine environment and
affect marine life, as they remain in
the ecosystem for years. Plastic
materials degrade to smaller macro
and microplastic (MP) particles, and
can be ingested together with
additives or chemical products by
living marine organisms and be
transported along the food chain. In
the southern North Sea and Channel
area, the abundance and the impact
of macro and micro plastic is not
well known. In the MICRO project,
partners will collect information for
this cross-border area focussing on
the water column, the seabed, the

surface and the coastline, with partners analysing the problem and conducting a risk
assessment on these areas with regards to the impact on selected marine species or on
maritime activities (fisheries, aquaculture, tourism…). They will also analyse the way in which
the microbial load could mitigate and reduce this microplastic problem. Via modeling of the
area, the MICRO partners will assess the potential hotspots for any accumulation of
microplastics in the cross-border area. For each country, a hotspot will be assessed and will be
rigorously monitored.

■ Activities
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What was the project trying to achieve?

What were the activities implemented?

■ Results

What were the key results of the project?

Did all partners and territories benefit from the results?

What were the effects / outcomes for the territories involved?

■ Distinctiveness

What was the real added-value of doing this cross-border project?

Have any synergies been developed with other projects or networks?

What are the key messages , key lessons learned you would like to share?
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■ Project Information

Title MicroPlastics- Is it a threat for the 2 Seas Area?
Total project budget € 3 015 124
ERDF € 1 482 046

Priority & objective
Priority 4 c. Develop specific strategic projects considered as
priorities upon the proposal of the authorities responsible for both
Ops

Timeframe 2012-07-01 - 2014-09-30

Lead partner EV-ILVO Eigen Vermogen Instituut voor Landbouw en
VisserijOnderzoek

Project Coordinator Johan ROBBENS(johan.robbens@ilvo.vlaanderen.bee)
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