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The beginning of the year was quite a stormy period for the 2 Seas Programme. A series of controls undertaken by the 
European Commission (DG Regio) in the UK last year, spotted some issues on the quality of the First Level Control (FLC). 
This situation led to a temporary interruption of the payment deadline for the UK expenditure. A letter highlighting the 
main issues detected by the auditors and the consequent corrective measures was sent to all UK partners by the JTS and 
can still be consulted on the 2 Seas website.

Following the recommendation of the auditors, an additional check on 22 UK Partners was carried out in March. It seems 
that these verifications did not provide evidence of any systemic issues and gave reasonable assurance of the overall 
effectiveness of the English FLC system.

However, the interruption of the payment deadline has not yet been officially lifted by the European Commission. Nevertheless, 
on 16th April the Programme Monitoring Committee decided to start paying UK partners at least for the costs claimed until the 
31st December 2011. 

The Programme will now hopefully regain its stride! 

About the Programme …

3 new maritime projects approved in Lille
On the 17th April 2012 in Lille, the Programme Steering Committee decided on 
the projects submitted in the 9th Call for Proposals dedicated to the Common 
Priority with the France (Channel)-England Programme. 
The 3 new projects approved are worth a total of 4.34 million euro ERDF.

3i, a project which will work on improving the maritime safety of the 
Channel by using unmanned Aircraft Systems,
BioCare, a project dealing with the identification and utilisation of local 
marine biomolecules for health and the environment,
MICRO, in which Research Centres will analyse the problem of microplastic 
pollution in the 2 Seas and France – Channel area.

Photo: PMC in Lille- 16 th  April: S. Aitken (UK national Authority), D. 
Grzegorzewski (BE National Authority), Rudy Elegeest (Vice-President of 
the Nord-Pas de Calais Region), A. Wetzel (Nord-Pas de Calais Region) M-J 
Doval-Tedin (European Commission).

The four priorities of the Programme and the totality of the 
operational objectives are covered. The geographical area 
coverage has spread following each Call for Proposals. The public 
sector involvement is large yet small private sector involvement 
has been mainly through support agencies rather than direct 
involvement in projects. The maritime dimension is present in all 
priorities with 22 projects under this theme.

The Programme budget is now fully committed. The 2 Seas 
Programme will now enter a new era and seek to capitalise on the 
activities it has undertaken for future developments.

The list of beneficiaries is now published on the Programme 
website.

This was the last classical Call for Proposals in the current programming period. Since the launch of the Programme in April 2008, 9 Calls 
for Proposals have taken place leading to the submission of 198 projects. The Steering Committees have approved 86 projects. 

  

http://www.interreg4a-2mers.eu/news/dg-regio-3rd-level-control-findings-and-recommendations-of-the-auditors/en
http://www.interreg4a-2mers.eu/projects/list-of-beneficiaries/en
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About the Programme …

  

Come and meet us to prepare the 2 Seas future !

A series of events will be organised throughout 2012 to discuss and analyse 
the first results of our young Programme with all the 2 Seas Partners. This 
“calendar of 2 Seas events” aims to launch and implement our first valorisation 
and capitalisation actions and to provide food for thought to define the first 
draft of the future INTERREG V A 2 Seas Programme. 
 
What will happen in your area? How to take part? Who 
is concerned?

Before the Summer, the 2 Seas project Partners will be invited to take part 
in territorial exchanges. This half-day event will be organised at a local 
level. The JTS will conduct together with participants an analysis at project 
level on the benefits of being involved in an INTERREG Programme. The aim 
is to capture “from the ground” how the territories were concretely impacted 
by the Programme and how these benefits and results were communicated or 
could be better disseminated.

After the summer 2012, a series of thematic seminars will take place. 
These one-day events will have a cross-border dimension and bring together 
interested parties under certain important themes for this programming period 
and for the next.

Other Programme capitalisation and valorisation actions will also be developed 
during the course of the year. The next step in the Programme evaluation will 
be undertaken looking at the first results and lessons learned from the current 
2 Seas Programme.

Keep an eye on the 2 Seas website to be informed about 
coming events organised by the Programme in your 
area.

The 2 Seas Regional seminars

8 regional seminars were organised 
throughout the 2 Seas area between last 
December and March 2012. 3 seminars took 
place in the UK, 2 in France, 2 in Flanders 
and 1 in the Netherlands. 261 partner 
organisations attended these meetings which 
provided them a better comprehension of all 
basic information on the 2 Seas Programme 
and its procedures. Exchanges between the 
JTS and the project partners were fruitful. 
The audience appreciated in particular the 
best practice examples and sharing with 
other partners present.

A seminar for the partners from the 9th Call 
will take place at the JTS premises in Lille on 
22nd May. 

European Cooperation Day 2012: «Sharing borders - growing closer»

2012 will hold the first European Cooperation Day !

INTERACT, together with volunteering Interreg programmes, is running 
this initiative to promote European Territorial Cooperation (ETC) to a large 
audience, including media and the general public. The European Cooperation 
Day will take place on 21st September 2012 through many local events across 
Europe.
The 2 Seas Programme has joined this initiative. Any 2 Seas projects wishing 
to join in by organising “local” activities on the ground (press action, public 
events…) must contact the JTS before the end of May (m.dericquebourg@
interreg4a-2mers.eu). Their activities may benefit from the media coverage of 
this European Day.

mailto:m.dericquebourg@interreg4a-2mers.eu
mailto:m.dericquebourg@interreg4a-2mers.eu
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About the Projects …

In the spotlight: PATCH

Welcome aboard for a Networking Session on Eco-Innovation in the Channel Ports.

Last February, during a return sailing trip between Calais and Dover, on board of 
the new ferry “Spirit of France”, the key actors of port eco-innovation could meet 
and took part in a B2B event on Eco-Innovation.

It was in the port of Calais that the partners of the PATCH project invited local 
authorities, businesses and port authorities from the 2 Seas area and beyond to 
deepen their knowledge and discuss eco-innovations. 

Jean-Marc Puissesseau, the President of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
of the French Opal Coast, enthusiastically started the meeting informing of the 
strategic transformations in the Port of Calais, to which PATCH has contributed. 
Participants then had a guided-bus tour of the port area and especially the port 
enlargement project. They then all went onto the ferry.

Onboard the eco-innovation stakeholders presented numerous projects: concrete 
that better resists pebble shocks and sea waves; ERRIN, a European network on 
research and innovation; designs for more sustainable ports based on systems 
combining renewable energies and energy efficiency; high quality environmentally-
friendly industrial estates around Calais; electric alternatives to save fuel while 
ships have docked; eco-designed buildings, the use of tidal energy for housing and 
proactive marine elements for biodiversity. The workshops were followed with time 
for networking. After returning to shore, the 130 participants were happy with the 
day which they felt was very successful.

The report of the day can be found on the following website:
http://www.calais-port.fr/en/2012/02/20/b2b-eco-innovation-on-february-the-9th-report/

The next PATCH conference “Port Management and Port Financing: Ports working together 
towards a sustainable future” will take place on 23rd May 2012 at Seawork International 2012 in 
Southampton.

For further details, contact: Wim Stubbe wim.stubbe@portofoostende.be
Or consult the following website: www.portofoostende.be/patch

  

http://www.calais-port.fr/en/2012/02/20/b2b-eco-innovation-on-february-the-9th-report/
mailto:wim.stubbe@portofoostende.be
www.portofoostende.be/patch
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Bike Friendly Cities launched in Middelburg.

The launch conference of the Bike Friendly Cities Project (BFC) was on the agenda Thursday 
February 16th. This event was chaired and introduced by Chris Simons, Alderman of the City 
of Middelburg. The meeting aimed to inform directors, politicians and board members of the 
participating project partners about the project and to inspire them in their activities around 
cycling and bike friendliness. 

Several speakers who have earned their spurs in this field were invited from home and abroad. 
They could share with the attendees and each of the nine partners by establishing links between 
other European cycling projects and the BFC project. The presentations addressed a range of 
topics amongst which:

best practices applicable in partner cities about the different cultures and habits people have 
towards transport, especially regarding cycling,
PRESTO, a European Bicycle Project, which is developing a set of tools for technicians like an 
e-learning tool focussing on cycling policies,
new concepts, facilities and infrastructure to make tangible improvements 
in the cycling networks in the partner cities, with ‘20 mph/ 30 kmh 
zones, community involvement, road junctions and different ways that 
cyclists can be accommodated... 
the CARMA project led by the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea 
in London, which runs a bike-minded campaign from 2010 to 2013 to 
support and encourage residents, schools and people working in the 
Borough to cycle,
Bike and Win, a cycling challenge organised in Eindhoven to influence 
mobility behaviour towards the use of the bicycle.

All of these contributions provided food for thought for the partners to turn 
their cities into real Bike Friendly Cities.

Contact: Rob Kösters, r.kosters@middelburg.nl

About the Projects …

  

3 candidates from the 2 Seas Programme for the RegioStars 2013.

Regiostars, the Awards for Innovative Projects, is a European Commission (DG Regio) initiative. 
Its objective is to identify good practices amongst EU co-funded projects and to highlight 
original and innovative projects which could be attractive and inspiring to other regions.

3 projects will represent the 2 Seas Programme in this competition: 

CleanTech, for the SMART GROWTH category: Connecting universities to regional growth 
ECOMIND, for SUSTAINABLE GROWTH: Supporting resource efficiency in SMEs, 
Succes, for the INCLUSIVE GROWTH category: Social innovation: creative responses to 
societal challenges. 

We wish them all the best in the contest! 

mailto:r.kosters@middelburg.nl
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About the Projects …

Double award for the C-SCOPE project in the United-Kingdom.

The Dorset Coast Forum’s Landscape and Seascape Character Assessment (DLSCA) has been recognised 
both at the Landscape Institute Awards 2011 and at the South West Regional Royal Town Planning Institute 

Awards 2011.

The DLSCA project was developed under the C-SCOPE 
Project, co-financed by the Interreg IV A 2 Seas Programme. 
C-SCOPE is a project between the Dorset Coast Forum and 
Belgium’s Coordination Centre on Integrated Coastal Zone 
Management. 

The awarded DLSCA was part of the C-SCOPE marine plan, 
created for a pilot area of the Dorset coast between Portland 
Bill and Durslton Head. Ness Smith, Dorset Coast Forum 
Project Officer said “The C-SCOPE marine plan will help 
shape the way we use and enjoy our unique coastline and 
inshore waters in the future. Incorporating these results into 
the marine plan ensures that decision makers and developers 
understand how places differ, either on land or at sea, and 
what sorts of development would be appropriate for different 
coastal and marine areas.” 

View of Portland, Dorset, UK.

  

This double award highlights the success of the C-SCOPE Team 
in influencing the Spatial planning policies within the 2 Seas 
area in a sustainable way.

In parallel, the last Coastal Forum for Belgium was organised 
last February and allowed citizens to give their opinion on the 
Future of the Flemish Coast and Landscape. Attended by the 
West-Flemish Governor Carl Decaluwe and Provincial Deputies 
of West-Flanders, this event was the opportunity for citizens 
to network and debate with politicians and numerous coastal 
stakeholders on numerous C-SCOPE results about ‘The coast of 
the Future’, ‘Coastal Mobility’ and ‘Relations between tourism 
and nature conservation at the Coast’.

All lessons learnt from the C-SCOPE Coastal Forums in Dorset 
and Flanders will be reflected on during the C-SCOPE final 
conference on 24th June in Poole (UK). A host of European, 
national and local speakers will make motivating presentations 
and help to look at ways of working in partnership in the future. 
This final event will mark the end of this three year marine 
planning project.

More information can be found on the project website: www.cscope.eu

http://www.cscope.eu/en/
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2 Seas in the Dutch Open Project Days

“Visit interesting projects in your area” was the motto of this 
event coordinated by the Dutch Government.
On 11th and 12th May more than 100 European projects throughout 
the Netherlands opened their doors to the public free of charge 
during the Europa Kijkdagen (Europa Open Days). These projects showed how the EU works with the Dutch Government, businesses 
and knowledge institutions to strengthen the economy in a concrete way, and how they strove for sustainability, innovation and cross-
border cooperation.
Anyone who was interested could visit a project “around the corner”, and saw for themselves how European funding is used in the 
Netherlands.

From the 2 Seas Programme, the following 6 projects took part in the Open Days:

Traditional Maritime Skills, in Arnemuiden 
Heritage and Maritime Memories in the 2 Seas Region (HMS), in 
Vlissingen
Balance, in Zuid-Beierland
Sustainable Tourism in Estuary Parks (STEP), in Dordrecht, 
Natura People, in Groede
Dignity in Care, in Terneuzen.

Photo: TMS Project Traditional Maritime Skills

For further information about the programme and the projects, see: www.europaomdehoek.nl/kijkdagen

Final Seminar of the HMS Project in Zeeland

Vlissingen, the Netherlands, was also the place for the final 
conference of the HMS (Heritage & Maritime memories in the 2 Seas Region) project on 
10th and 11th of May 2012.
The event was the opportunity to present the results of the partnership’s cross-border work 
on the theme of maritime heritage in all 4 territories of the 2 Seas Programme. The HMS 
event involves 29 partners from France, Belgium, the Netherlands and the UK.

The seminar was organised around the 3 main activity groups identified by the 
partnership: 
● improving access to maritime heritage sites
● developing interpretation at maritime heritage sites
● highlighting our common maritime heritage

Three inspirational speakers were invited to spark new ideas for future developments and 
cooperation, focussing on each of the activity blocks:
Mariet Schoenmakers, Director of AM Concepts, discussed architectural developments in a 
heritage context; Linda Mol, Head of exhibitions and interpretation at the National Maritime 
Museum in Amsterdam, reported on the use of technology in museum interpretation; and 
Thedo Fruithof, Secretary of European Maritime Heritage, shared his experience of maritime 
festivals.
The seminar programme included study visits and was delivered at a variety of project 
sites between the cities of Vlissingen and Sluis to allow for a more active exchange of good 
practice.

For more information, visit the project website: www.maritime-history.eu

About the Projects …

  

Vlissingen, © Sébastien SINDEU

Straits is an exhibition of photographs taken by 
Sébastien Sindeu on the theme of life in four 
European Straits, including the Strait of Dover.
The exhibition has been touring in the towns 
partnering the HMS project for a period of three 
years (2010-2012).

www.europaomdehoek.nl/kijkdagen
http://www.maritime-history.eu/en
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Key dates

And if you are interested in the maritime subject:

News from the JTS

Welcome to our new colleagues!

INTERREG IV A 2 Seas has welcomed two new colleagues.

• Alexander DETREMMERIE has joined to reinforce the 2 Seas team as a 
financial assistant in February 2012. Alexander comes from the Kortrijk area. He 
studied at the University of Ghent, where he obtained his Masters Degrees in 
General Economics and in International Politics. Alexander’s contact details are:
+33 3 20 21 84 80 and a.detremmerie@interreg4a-2mers.eu

• Caroline GAUTHIER has joined the territorial facilitation network in January 
2012. She is the new French Facilitator working in the hinterland of the Nord 
Department. She previously worked as an internal audit officer in the private and 
the public sector in France for 10 years before joining the Nord-Pas de Calais Region 
as an Economic Development Officer. Caroline is based in Lille and she can be contacted on:
+33 3 28 82 70 83 and caroline.gauthier@nordpasdecalais.fr

  

DATE TITLE

9 May 2012 Europe Day

From mid-June to mid-July 2 Seas Territorial Exchanges

22 May 2012 Partner Seminar for the 9th Call approved projects in Lille

21-22 May 2012 International Conference WCTRS « key developments in the Port and Maritime sector » – Antwerp

27 November 2012  Programme Monitoring Committee in Arras

21 September 2012 European Cooperation Day (Coordinated by DG Regio and INTERACT)

27-29 November 2012 Littoral 2012 “Coasts of Tomorrow” – Ostend

22-24 May 2012 Seawork International 2012 – Southampton

Secrétariat Technique Conjoint / Joint Technical Secretariat / Gemeenschappelijk Technisch Secretariaat

INTERREG IVA 2 Mers Seas Zeeën Les Arcuriales - 45/D, rue de Tournai - 5° étage - F-59000 Lille

T : +33 (0) 3 20 21 84 80 - F : +33 (0) 3 20 21 84 98 - contact@interreg4a-2mers.eu

This newsletter is for your benefit!

This newsletter is to keep you informed of the latest developments within INTERREG 
IV A 2 Seas. Do you have news to share? Let us know and send your ideas or 

suggestions for an upcoming issue to : 

newsletter@interreg4a-2mers.eu

mailto:a.detremmerie@interreg4a-2mers.eu
mailto:caroline.gauthier@nordpasdecalais.fr
mailto:contact@interreg4a-2mers.eu
mailto:newsletter@interreg4a-2mers.eu

