
‘New Business 
Opportunities for 
Healthy Ageing’

Programme
Biz4Age Cluster Conference

in collaboration with the 
 Innov’embre innovation fair

Kortrijk XPO, Kortrijk (Belgium)

27 November 2014

2 Seas Cluster



Thursday 27 November

11h50 - 12h25
Cross Border Panel Debate : Future plans and 
possibilities for cross-border collaboration in the field 
of care economy with: 
Chris Ivory - Deputy Director Institute for International Management 

Practice, Anglia Ruskin University (UK)

Lieven Danneels - Director Televic and President Chamber of Commerce 

West Flanders (BE)

Philippe Vasseur - Chairman CCI De France (FR)

Steve Samson - Trade Development manager Kent County Council (UK) 

Stefaan Matton - Director POM West Flanders (BE) 

12h25 – 12h30
Remarques finales
Philippe Vasseur - Président CCI De France (FR)

Afternoon Programme
In the afternoon there’s a parallel programme for Biz4Age and 
Innov’embre.

12:30 - 13:30
Lunch 

13:00 - 18:30 
Opening of the Innov’embre cross 
border innovation fair

This is the ideal opportunity to get in touch with technological, 
organisational and financial experts from Flanders and 
Northern France to discuss your specific case during an 
individual, face to face conversation. Besides having the 
opportunity to make contact with potential partners, some 
twenty innovative products aimed at the healthcare market 
will also be presented. 

13:30 - 17:00
Afternoon Biz4Age programme With 
Thematic Interactive workshops and Business to Business 
networking sessions.

The INTERREG 2 Seas Authorities, Biz4Age and the Innov’embre 
partners welcome you to this cross-border event focusing on 
New Business Opportunities for Healthy Ageing. This is a unique 
opportunity to hear healthcare- and internationalisation experts 
sharing their insights, knowledge and best practices, to get in touch 
with innovative ideas and products for the healthcare market and 
to participate at the Business to Business networking sessions with 
representatives from England, Belgium, The Netherlands and France. 

The event is aimed at a range of organisations and stakeholders with 
an interest in innovation for healthy ageing including SMEs, care 
providers and professionals, knowledge institutes, architects, health 
insurance companies, enterprise agencies, economic development 
agencies and local and regional policy makers. 

The Biz4Age and the Innov’embre partners are pleased to present 
the following programme: 

Morning Programme 
10:00 - 11:00
Registration and coffee

11:00 - 12:30 
Conference - (Dutch, English and French translation) 
Facilitated by Stef Dehullu  

11:00 - 11:05
Opening and welcome
Stefaan Matton - Director POM West Flanders (BE)

11:05 - 11:10
Introduction to Biz4Age
Ruth McNally - Professor of Technological Innovation and Social Change, 

Anglia Ruskin University (UK) 

11:10 - 11:30
Care economy: challenges, future trends and business 
opportunities
John Niland - CEO Provide (UK)

11:30 - 11:50 
Benefits of triple helix collaboration and networking 
Lieven Danneels - Director Televic and President Chamber of Commerce 

West Flanders (BE)



15:00 - 15:30
Coffee break

15:30 - 17:00
Workshops round 2 and Business to Business networking 

17:00 - 17:10
Conclusions
Ruth McNally - Professor of Technological Innovation and Social Change, Anglia Ruskin University (UK) 

17:10 - 19:00
Closing Biz4Age drinks reception

Food and Healthy Ageing 
By POM West Flanders and VIVES

A healthy diet plays an important role 
in the prevention of diseases. There is 
a need to respond to this challenging 
situation. During this workshop, the state 
of the art will be presented, as well as a 
number of initiatives in the field of food 
and healthy ageing aimed at creating social 
and economic added value. After that, the 
group will be divided in smaller groups, to 
discuss the potential for innovation and 
collaboration, and how regional authorities 
and knowledge centers can contribute to 
this. 

Build and Care for Healthy Ageing
By POM West Flanders and VIVES 

Coastal regions like the 2 Seas area are 
facing the twin social challenges of ageing 
populations and shrinking workforces. 
In this workshop we will discuss ways 
to develop an optimal ecosystem of 
infrastructure and services that deals 
with the growing aging population on a 
pro-active, social and affordable way and 
allows people to enjoy their residence as 
long as possible.  

We will discuss the role of various actors 
– businesses, architects, care institutes, 
building planners, local authorities, 
knowledge centers –in order to achieve 
this.

Tourism and Healthy Ageing
By Economische Impuls Zeeland

Coastal regions offer interesting business 
opportunities for healthy ageing. These 
regions are forerunners in demographic 
change and at the same time a favourite spot 
for tourists. In Zeeland, some city councils 
have decided that the healing qualities 
of coastal and maritime nature can be 
combined with leisure in a way that tourists 
can have wellness and health vacations. 

In this workshop, some best practices of 
fruitful combinations of health and tourism 
will be presented. Further, the audience 
will be challenged to explore this topic 
together and formulate some valuable 
crossovers between health and tourism.

Integrated Health and Social Care
By Kent County Council 

This workshop aims to bring together care 
professionals to learn from and exchange 
innovations in this field and exchange best 
practice. Participants will learn about  The 
Kent Integration Pioneer which aims to make 
health and social care services work together 
to provide better support for citizens at 
home.

There will be ample opportunity to discuss a 
range of challenges, innovative solutions and 
opportunities with colleagues from England, 
Belgium and the Netherlands. 

Smart Specialization Strategy 
By Kent County Council and BSK CIC

The adoption of the Smart Specialisation 
strategy across all the regions in Europe 
is an opportunity for businesses to join 
together with government, community and 
academia to create solutions for needs in 
their regions. Find out how to think about 
key problems in your region; how to talk to 
other stakeholders; and how to map your 
assets: all with a view to forming a consortia.

This session will provide you with information 
about Smart Specialisation but also allow time 
for question, comment and idea forming. Our 
EU Partners will be in attendance to tell you 
how they did it and how it worked.

Business to Business networking
By Kent County Council

The B2B networking sessions will 
enable representatives of businesses 
from England, France, Belgium and the 
Netherlands to meet each other and 
introduce their companies. The organisers 
will be using a tried and tested round table 
format to ensure that delegates are able to 
speak to as many companies as possible 
during the session. 

There will be plenty of time after the session 
to continue in-depth discussions.

During the afternoon programme of Biz4Age there are two rounds of workshops. Each participant can register for maximum 2 
interactive workshops, one from each round. The workshops will be held exclusively in English.

13:30 - 15:00
Workshops round 1



The Interreg 2 Seas Programme is an EU 
funding programme which promotes crossborder 
cooperation between partners from France, 
England, Belgium (Flanders) and The Netherlands. 
It aims to develop the competitiveness and the 
sustainable growth potential of maritime and 
non-maritime issues through the establishment 
and development of cross border partnerships.

For further information on the 2 Seas Programme, 
please visit:

www.interreg4a-2mers.eu

INTERREG IV A 2 Mers Seas Zeeën 
Secrétariat Technique Conjoint / Joint Technical Secretariat / 

Gemeenschappelijk Technisch Secretariaat

Les Arcuriales - 45/D, rue de Tournai - 5° étage - F-59000 Lille
T : +33 (0) 3 20 21 84 80 - F : +33 (0) 3 20 21 84 98

contact@interreg4a-2mers.eu

For further information on Biz4Age, please visit:

www.biz4age.eu

Follow us on Twitter - @biz4age  

For further information on Innov’embre, please visit:

www.innovembre.be


