
The public online consultation on the future cooperation Programme closed on the 
12th May. Over 150 contributions were received at the JTS.

For the respondents, the proposed 
strategy, objectives and actions were 
positively appreciated and are globally 
considered clear and relevant. Some 
respondents appreciated the strong 
emphasis on innovation and green 
activities, when others regretted that 
social innovation and social challeng-
es (health, ageing,…) or some sectors 
(culture, tourism, common heritage) 
are not sufficiently taken on board.

Maritime/marine issues are differently 
appreciated by respondents: they are 
either satisfied with the cross-cutting 
dimension of these themes through-
out the Programme, or regret that 
they are not sufficiently reflected in 
the proposed Programme.

The share between SMEs and local 
authorities as potential applicants in 
the future Programme is often point-
ed out and questioned. Further 
information on the linkages with the 
France-Channel England Programme 
is needed.
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In order to address the european and regional challenges that have been laid out 
for the 2 Seas area for 2014-2020, the event will be built around three main ques-
tions:

• What are the main features and priorities set out 
 for the new 2 Seas Programme?

•	 Which	specific	themes	will	be	addressed	and	
	 how	to	find	partners?

• How to participate in the Programme? 

From the end of July onwards, you will be able to submit your project ideas online 
in the 2 Seas cooperation corner. Online registration for the event will open in 
September.   
 
We	look	forward	to	welcoming	you	all	in	Lille	!

Launch	of	the	INTERREG	VA	
2 Seas Programme: 
SAVE	THE	DATE!
The 2 Seas Programme 2014-2020 will be launched on 
Thursday	20	and	Friday	21	November	at “les halls de 
la filature” (Saint-André-lez-Lille - France). 

Programme de coopération transfrontalière 2007-2013 cofinancé par le FEDER
Cross-border cooperation programme 2007-2013 part financed by ERDF
Programma voor grensoverschrijdende samenwerking 2007-2013 medegefinancierd door EFRO
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2	Seas	Programme	2014-2020:	latest	updates!
Public	consultation	on	the	future	2	Seas	
Cooperation Programme: 

ABOUT	THE	PROGRAMME	...

A first restricted consultation took place 
in each Member State targeting some key 
stakeholders. Five events were organised 
in November and December 2013, and 
gathered 70 people in total.  A second 
strand of the public consultation consist-
ed in an online survey open to all stake-
holders and the general public. This on-
line consultation closed on the 12th May. 
Over 150 contributions were received at 

the JTS. 
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For the respondents, the proposed strate-
gy, objectives and actions were positively 
appreciated and are globally considered 
clear and relevant. Some respondents 
appreciated the strong emphasis on in-
novation and green activities, whereas 
others thought that some sectors (cul-
ture, tourism, common heritage) could 
be better taken on board. 

There is a split opinion regarding mari-
time/marine issues are: either satisfied 
with the cross-cutting dimension of these 
themes throughout the Programme, or 
regret that they are not sufficiently re-
flected.

The share between SMEs and local au-
thorities as potential applicants in the fu-
ture Programme is often pointed out and 
questioned. Further information on the 
linkages with the France-Channel Eng-
land Programme was also requested.

The need for early information sessions 
and clear and complete guidance was 
raised: respondents wanted to under-
stand all the key information on the new 
programme and the potential within.

The public online consultation on the future cooperation Programme closed on the 
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The Programme budget was approved by the Member States during their last meeting. 
The overall budget is € 392m with an ERDF contribution of € 256m as detailed in the 
table below.

Programme	Budget	adopted	for	2014-2020

The chosen concentration of resources 
is set to increase the impact and the ef-
fectiveness of cohesion policy within this 
cooperation area. 

With 3	specific	objectives	covered	by	
Priority	axis	1, expectations are high: 
innovation and competitiveness contrib-
ute to boosting economic growth and job 
creation. In the context of a slow eco-
nomic recovery, this is a major challenge 
for the 2 Seas region in the face of inter-
national competition.

Low	carbon	economy is also a key is-
sue for the area. The programme part-
ners see an important role for the 2 Seas 
programme to increase the adoption of 
low carbon technologies and invest in 
cross-border actions to pilot and roll out 
low carbon technologies.

The area’s maritime location makes it par-
ticularly vulnerable to climate	change.	
But also in parts of the programme area 
located inland, cross-border action is 
needed to deal with the risks and conse-

quences of climate change. 

Finally, in the field of resource	 effi-
ciency,	the two key ambitions of smart 
and sustainable development meet each 
other. The programme partners acknowl-
edge the tremendous potential to de-
velop new business opportunities and at 
the same time reduce the use of scarce 
natural resources and the production of 
waste by focussing on eco-innovations 
and green technologies.

[1] This priority supports the Programme management activities including the work of the Joint Secretariat, the Territorial Facilitation Network, the Certifying Authority, the implemen-
tation of the required audit & controls as well as the necessary tools to ensure the appropriate Programme development, communication and monitoring and evaluation capacity.

Priority	axis Union	
support (€)

National	
counterpart (€)

Total	
funding (€)

ERDF	
per	Priority

Priority axis 1 
Technological and social innovation

107 792 455 58 042 091 165 834 546 42 %

Priority axis 2 
Low carbon technologies

51 329 740 27 639 091 78 968 831 20 %

Priority axis  3 
Adaptation to climate change

38 497 305 20 729 318 59 226 623 15 %

Priority axis  4 
Resource efficient economy

43 630 280 23 493 228 67 123 508 17 %

Priority axis  5 
Technical assistance1 

15 398 922 5 591 075 20 989 997 6 %

TOTAL 256	648	702 135	494	803 392	143	505 100	%

Feedback	on	the	Clusters	
The first wave of cluster events was held before the summer. 11 events in total took place through-
out the 2 Seas area during the first semester, dealing with:

• Low	Carbon	Economy:	Safe-Ice	in	Antwerp,	Carelands	in	Grevelingen,

• Resource	Management:	Congreen	Together	in	Rochester	and	Kortrijk,

• Social	inclusion	and	Youth	Employability:	SNAP	in	Antwerp,	Yes!	in	Roubaix,

• Sustainable	Tourism:	Proximity	in	Ashford	and	Calais,	Tourfish	in	Hastings,

• Research,	Innovation	and	business	supports:	AMPTEC	in	Lille	and	Digisol	in	Breda.

Feedback from participants is very positive: not only have clusters managed to share their expertise and their best practice with 
the audience, they have also succeeded in attracting high level external experts from their field of expertise.
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Distinguished guest speakers have also 
been welcomed with many MEPs and lo-
cal authority representatives. The Head 
of the French representation of the Eu-
ropean Commission in Paris, Anne Hout-
man, launched the Yes ! Cluster event in 
Roubaix, and presented new european 
opportunities offered by the European 
Union in the Youth mobility sector. Jos 
Delbeke, Director General for Climate 
Action (EC) brought his support to the 
Safe-ice Cluster. Watch an interview with 
him about the challenges when building a 
low-carbon economy, in the video	pro-
duced	by	Safe–Ice	on	You	tube.	

The Digisol Cluster event organised a 
webstream. The debates are still avail-
able in video format on their website. 

The Taste 2 Seas and the Eco²Mobility 
clusters organised thematic workshops 
in each Member State before their “final” 
cluster event to be held in September 
and November.

Many other cluster events will take place 
at the end of the year. Take	a	look	at	
the	 key	 dates	 section	 to find all the 
dates and places for these thematic 
events.

Do	you	want	to	(re)
discover	the	atmos-
phere	of	the	cluster	
events	?

Please	 visit	 the	 2 Seas 

website	 (cluster	 events	

section).	 You	 will	 find	

there	all	the	presentations	

and	a	selection	of	pictures	

of	the	Cluster	events.

NEW	:	2	Seas	Magazines

The	first	issues	of	the	“2	Seas	Magazine”	are	now	availabl
e	online	in	the	three	Programme	

languages	(English,	French	and	Dutch).	Visit	the	2	Seas	w
ebsite	to	download	the	magazines:	

•	Research,	Innovation	and	business	support	for	a	low-ca
rbon	economy.	(Safe-Ice	Cluster)	

•	Advanced	Materials	&	Pharmaceutical	TEChnologies	(AM
PTEC	Cluster)

DIGISOL ( Digital solutions) Cluster event in Breda
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Cluster	legacy	for	the	2	Seas	Programme.
What	impact	beyond	the	events	and	publications?
We can now realise at Programme level how positive the project results are, what their real im-
pact is on the territories and what may be the potential project ideas developed for the future 
INTERREG VA Programme. 

By keeping the 2 Seas partnerships alive 
during this transition period, partners 
are able to attract new cluster partners 
from the 2 seas area, which can lead 
to new and fruitful partnerships for the 
new Programme. The clusters can help 
raise the quality standards for future 
projects to be ready to meet the future 
challenges of the next Programming 
period.  

For sure, partners will be ready to sub-
mit bids at the early stage of the next 
Programme. 

Networking, brainstorming and visual Harvesting 
at Safe Ice event
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Cluster Yes ! Press conference with Anne Houtman 

Head of the French representation of the European Commission 

and Majdouline SBAI Vice President of the Nord Pas de Calais Region

Proximity Partnership organised 2 events : 
Why travel further? in Ashford & 
Greet Your Neighbour in Calais
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The 2 Seas Programme was well represented by its Project 
coordinator, Tim Caulfield and Dutch territorial facilitation 
Nienke Ensing. 

The audience was a balanced mix from universities, higher 
education establishements, SME’s, local and regional authori-
ties, water boards, NGOs etc... It also presented an interest-
ing mix of interest for the priorities of the new programming 
period: 52% of participants declared having interest in Inno-
vation, 23% in Low carbon economy, 14% in Climate change 
and 11 % in Green Growth.

All	eyes	are	now	turned	to	the	Launch	Day	in	Novem-
ber	in	Lille,	for	further	cooperation	opportunities!

More information on the website of the Noord-Holland 
Province (in Dutch only). Watch their promotional video on 
the 2	Seas	Channel	on	You	Tube.

First	Information	Meeting	in	Noord	-	Holland
On 21st May, an information meeting about the Interreg 2 Seas Programme took place in 
Ijmuiden for the areas in the Noord-Holland Province, which will join the 2 Seas Programme 
for 2014-2020. Over 120 people attended the conference chaired by the Vice Governor of the 
Noord-Holland Province, Mrs. Elvira Sweet, the deputy mayor of the hosting council Velsen, 
Mrs. Annette Baerveldt and M. Henk Kool, Councillor at the City of the Hague. 

New eligible Areas in The Netherlands
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In	the	spotlight:	
Sysiass: the	intelligent	wheelchair
The SYSIASS (Autonomous and Intelligent Healthcare System) project provides the opportunity to 
create true synergy by uniting researchers from ISEN Lille (Institut Supérieur de l’Electronique et 
du Numérique), École Centrale de Lille, the English universities of Essex and Kent as well as Eng-
lish and French hospital personnel. The Sysiass closure conference took place in Lille on 17 June.

Reconciling	Disability	and	
Independence.

This is the major question the SYSIASS 
project is seeking to address by develop-
ing a prototype of an electric wheelchair 
for patients and health professionals. 

Sysiass was based on a technological pro-
ject where Researchers worked together 
on two systems: one to detect obstacles 
with the second to control wheelchair 
movements solely by means of the head 
instead of a wheelchair joystick. These 
new modules will help people with dis-

abilities and elderly people move around 
more easily while ensuring they remain 
independent. 

Moving	towards	a	better	
quality	of	life.

Taking into account disability and en-
hancing the user’s quality of life are the 
overriding priorities of this project. The 
project has three major objectives name-
ly to: 

• Design modules that can be tailored 
to all types of electric wheelchairs to 

help as many people as possible and 
maximise patient mobility through 
simplified wheelchair use.  

• Build an “information sharing fea-
ture” into the intelligent wheelchair, 
in particular enabling it to transmit 
and receive the patient’s medical 
data allowing health professionals to 
access them. 

• Ensure secure wireless data ex-
changes without any risk of prevent-
ing other medical equipment from 
operating in a satisfactory manner.

ABOUT	THE	2	SEAS	PROJECTS	...

2 Seas NEWS n°16
July 2014

8



The different research teams have achieved all the project ob-
jectives in three years thus enabling them to develop an inno-
vative device that should soon find openings on the disability 
equipment market.

A	multi-discipline	team

Annemarie Kokosy, researcher at ISEN, and SYSIASS Project 
Manager said: “This type of project would never have been 
possible without the synergy of skills and expertise of several 
scientists, doctors and users. SYSIASS	is	the	fruit	of	the	en-
thusiasm	of	the	people	involved.	TOGETHER	we	pushed	
SYSIASS	from	a	technological	integration	to	a	dailylife	
application	!”

The ISEN team of researchers, in charge of the project, and the 
École Centrale de Lille, worked closely with medical teams on 
designing and testing the modules that help operate the electric 
wheelchair. 

The “groupe Hospitalier de l’Institut Catholique de Lille” (Lille 
Catholic Institute Hospitals) and Kent and Canterbury Hospital 
(East Kent Hospitals) worked with the technical teams, to define 
the test scenarios for the modules developed and see to the 
written protocol for the clinical tests. The University of Essex 
researchers worked closely with a school for disabled children to 
test and finalise a new human/machine interface.

Finally, the University of Kent has developed new data encrypt-
ing methods ensuring information is transmitted in a secure 
manner between the wheelchair and external IT systems (e.g. 
a patient’s records within a hospital environment).

Consequently,	 the	cross-border	dimension has provided 
genuine added value to the project. The first prototype was 
tested in Garches Hospital, and thanks to the first impressions 
of the users, a second prototype is due to be tested in Canter-
bury Hospital. This enables the Sysiass team to obtain a per-
spective from users on both sides of the Channel.

Recent scientific publications emphasized the Sysiass results in 
9 International journals, 43 International conferences and 5 in-
vited talks. The Sysiass team managed to raise the attention of 
the press by organizing a press conference in Lille in November 
2013 with a huge impact in local press, radio and TVs: it gave 
the general public an opportunity to find out about the progress 
od Sysiass through 30 articles in local press or national press,  3 
Radio broadcasts and 5 TV broadcasts 

Next	steps	

In 2014, the last series of clinical tests of the user assistance mod-
ule in semi-autonomous mode were conducted at Canterbury Hos-
pital and in France at GHICL, followed by tests with users. 

This wheelchair project will be continued in a cluster (EDECT) 
that will seek to develop an ethical dimension in the process of 
increasing awareness of disability on the part of medical person-
nel, extending the partnership to Belgium and the Netherlands. 

The ISEN team will also be part of the EDECT cluster and in the 
North West Europe cluster (U-Care).

Website: www.sysiass.eu
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Earlier on in the year, the Iseca project 
partners took part both in the World Wa-
ter Day ( 20 March) and the World Ocean 
Day (8 June) by organising public debates, 
education activities and workshops and 
even a recreational show  at the Nausicaa 
Centre in Boulogne sur Mer (F).

This was the opportunity to explain to lo-
cal decision-makers and the general public 
what this phenomenon is caused by and 
how to prevent it.

Website: www.iseca.eu

ISECA	:	Why	does	the	sea	produce	foam	?

And why do green algae proliferate on our coasts? This phenomenon, called eutrophication, is an 
algae development caused by human activities and is spreading in the 2 Seas area. As one of the 
major causes of the deteriorating quality of coastal waters, eutrophication has been the scope of 
the ISECA project for the last 3 years. The results of the project were delivered at a final conf-
erence on 1st July in Boulogne.  

Celebrating	Europe

In 2014, the month of May again was the opportunity to celebrate 
Europe in the 2 Seas area. People could visit organisations and 
sites supported by European funds in their area.

On	9,	10	and	11	May, several 2 Seas 
Dutch partners opened their doors to the 
public during the Europa Kijkdagen (Eu-
ropa Open Days).  People could discover 
the following 2 Seas projects: Transcoast, 
Yacht Valley, Dignity in Care, Seaconom-
ics, World War II Heritage, HMS as well 
as the ACDC cluster.

For	further	information,	please	visit:	
www.europaomdehoek.nl/kijkdagen

On	11	May, the Crysalis project also 
took part in the “Europa Dag” in Flanders 
(www.europadag.be), and the Yes! Clus-
ter conference organised on 13th May 
in Roubaix was part of “le joli mois de 
l’Europe” in France.   
http://europe-en-nordpasdecalais.eu

In 2013, you still have an opportunity to 
celebrate territorial cooperation by organ-
ising “local” activities on the ground: do 
not	miss	the	next	edition	of	EC	Day	
on	21	September	2014. This initiative, 
supported by the European Commission 
together with INTERACT and numerous 
INTERREG Programme, met with a great 
success in 2012 and 2013.

2 Seas Programme 
in	the	EC	DAY	2014!

For this third edition, 5 clusters 
and 1 project will proudly repre-
sent the 2 Seas Programme and 
celebrate cross-border coopera-
tion in Europe, between 18 and 25 
September. 

ECO2Mobility, Se Fins, ACDC, 
PRIME-C, and MHS will organise 
their free cluster event, and even 
propose some activities for the 
general public (see key dates). 
The DNA project which aims at 
creating more ownership in its 
deprived neighbourhoods and 
will also be part of the EC DAY on 
23rd September in Antwerp

If	 you	 want	 more	 informa-
tion,	 please	visit	 the	ECDAY	
2014	website:	
http://www.ecday.eu
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KEY	DATES

Secrétariat Technique Conjoint / Joint Technical Secretariat / Gemeenschappelijk Technisch Secretariaat

INTERREG	IVA	2	Mers	Seas	Zeeën	
Les Arcuriales - 45/D, rue de Tournai - 5° étage - F-59000 Lille
T : +33 (0) 3 20 21 84 80 - F : +33 (0) 3 20 21 84 98
contact@interreg4a-2mers.eu

SU-PORTS	:	Sustainable	development	and	management	of	small	port	areas	-	Hellevoetsluis	(NL)

Eco²Mobility	:	Sustainable	transport	for	citizens:	alternative	modes	to	the	private	car	-	Aire/Lys	(F)

European	Cooperation	Day

ACDC	:	Creating	inclusion	-	Ghent	(B)

SE-FINS	:	Invasive	Species	-	Norwich	(UK)

PRIME-C	:	Coastal	risk	management	-	Canterbury	(UK)

MHS	:	Maritime	Heritage	Skills	-	Ostend	(B)

EDECT	:	Empowerment	of	Disabled	people	through	Ethics	in	Care	&	Technology	-	Ghent	(B)

I-Mosyde	:	Industrial	embedded	systems	-	Ghent	(B)

Crea-Z	:	Economic	impact	of	cultural	and	creative	industries	-	Kortrijk	(B)

BERISUAS	:	Maritime	safety	-	Woensdrecht	(NL)

PAC2	:	Landside	and	Seaside	accessibility	-	Brugge	(B)

STEPS	:	Soft	skills	Training	Enabling	Progression	and	Sustainability	-	Lille	(F)

Taste2Seas	:	Taste	and	food-related	sustainability	-	Roeselare	(B)

Launch	event	of	the	Interreg	2	Seas	Programme	2014-2020	-	Saint	André	lez	Lille	(F)

Biz4Age	:	Business	opportunities	through	innovations	contributing	to	healthy	ageing	-	Kortrijk	(B)

Show it off with “Europe	 in	 My	 Re-
gion”	 photo competition. This contest 
is organised for the third time this year.  
The concept is quite simple.  The compe-
tition is hosted on the European Commis-
sion’s Facebook Page.  Participants can 
submit up to three photos showing the 
EU flag and funding information some-
where in the image.  

Submission	deadline	:	
25	August	2014

Interested	in	making	a	video?

To celebrate the 2014 EC DAY, INTER-
ACT and the European Commission have 
launched the video	contest ‘border is-
sues, border solutions’ among European 

3	September	2014

18	September	2014

21	September	2014

23	September	2014

24	September	2014

25	September	2014

25	September	2014

8	October	2014

21	October	2014

5	November	2014

6	November	2014

6	November	2014

14	November	2014

17-18	November	2014

20-21	November	2014

27	November	2014

projects, Interreg Programmes, and indi-
vidual film-makers to share their videos 
highlighting the results and benefits of 
cooperation in Europe.

Submission	deadline	:	
15	July	2014

European	Photo	and	Video	competition
Proud of your region ? Proud of your project ?

Photos: © JTS, © halls de la filature, © Michael De Rop, © Laura Maes, © Sysiass, © J-Ch Cuvelier, © Digisol, © Proximity, © European commission, © INTERACT.

2 Seas NEWS n°16
July 2014

11

https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanCommission/app_386310531430573
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanCommission/app_386310531430573
http://voting.ecday.eu

